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Mr. Perrone came to my office this morning at his own request to 
inform the Department, on instructions from his Foreign Office, that 
it had learned from reliable sources that the Soviet Union had offered 
to enter into a commercial agreement with Tunisia. According to the eds 

same sources the Tunisian reaction was not to preclude entirely the 
fe & prospect of negotiating such an agreement. The Tunisian Government 


[Gie=G/\+ 


mir, did, however, inform the Soviets that it wished first to complete its 

; discussions with the U.S. Government on the subject of U.S. economic 
aid to Tunisia before considering the desirability of a commercial 
agreement with the Soviet Unione 
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SECRET 
Control: 2075 
Rec’d: sudsye oi LO Si 
FROM: Tunis 1:54 p.m. 


TO: Secretary of State 
NO: (Gn iussynees 


SENT DEPARTMENT 7, REPEATED PARIS 6, MOSCOW 1. 
Re DEPTEL 602. 


Abdallah Farhat, Director Prime Minister Cabinet, told me 
USSR some weeks ago inquired via Tunisian Embassy Paris 
whether GOT would sell Soviets 2000 tons olive oil for 
payment in US dollars. (See EMBTEL 751 and EMBDESP 527 
re Soviet interest). GOT, having large unsold stocks olive 
oil, replied affirmatively but has heard nothing since 
from Soviets. If transaction takes place, Farhat says 
GOT hopes Soviet representative will come here to decide 
re quality olive oil but GOT does not consider this deal 
anything more than cash sale. Farhat implied it would 
not involve any strenghtening Soviet-Tunisian relations. 


JONES 


LMS :CV/2 





ew 
er é = 
Oo 
\ 2 
= . , 
Z +> ao) 
FR J 
PERMANENT SECRET 


RECORD COPY e This copy mustbe-returned tou RM/R-cemratrtiles with not&@bh bt 


L| 
Lt LRT 


Sporades 


UNLESS “UNCEASSIFIED” 
REPRODUCTION FROM THIS 


BROHUHTEP Ken 


U/W 


en, 


THE OF 
INZWNOOd STBE 


S 


pen r 
Mee 


S@Td Tv 
GRUNT Ad 


coL/lycl’? lov 


LS 


SaH 


é 


eae: : adel iat ‘ 
INCOMING TELEGRAM Department of State é a 


SECRET < 7/9/57, 8:30 a.m. SW 


Action . V\ “Control: 3782 = 
_-Rec’d: Io, 6, 1957 





IN ENGNNOOd STBS 









OLI FROM: Tunis - CORRECTED PAGE is CMe OO1 
Info Bi Cg 2 eS 
TO: Secretary of State se b-- ; 74 3 
BY Nae ; w 
= NO: 22, July 6, 1 p.m” oo . (hs: & 
G oS 7 MM 4 3 
C SENT DEPARTMENT 22, REPEATED INFORMATEON OW 25 PARIS 20, aH 
W TRIPOLI 4, RABAT 3. s eae : a ee 
EUR OW <a : af : 
NEA Reference: (A) Department's 602; (B)c#mbagsy's EMBTEL 7 to 
ee Department, repeated Paris 6,. Moscopr 1s 
U bee IO =e 
EB 1. Press announces scheduled grt vad “here today USSR delegation <= 
DCL consisting following names: .Bakhtov, president of delegation; wee 
-Dashkevitch, Commercial Counselor Soviet Embassy Paris; Lapaev, Te 
ICA Miss Cheomeikina, secretary; and Miassikov, interpreter in Soviet ee 
nae Embassy Tripoli. SS 
CIA 2. One well-placed Tunisian official (chief foreign exchange a 
office) told Embassy officer intention was to negotiate trade oe 
and payments agreement comparable to recently signed Yugoslav 
and Egyptian agreements; explained Franco-Soviet agreement an 
concluded several months ago contained no provisions for a 
Tunisian and Moroccan trade with Soviet. Consequently Morocco oe 
concluded separate agreement with Soviet several weeks ago and “I 
{~ "now it is our turn". Stated Tunisian delegation not yet formed. ™ 


3. Another equally well-placed Tunisian Bourguiba's Chef de 
~abinet for economic affairs subsequently informed Embassy 
riginal intention was merely negotiate single sale olive oil 
reference B). Admits possibility now exists negotiations may 
cquire broader character but believes matter remains uncertain. 
omised keep us informed. 















. Third official Chief Economic Affairs in Foreign Office stated 

First meeting with Soviet delegation will begin this afternoon 

© study ‘trade possibilities. Thereafter decision will be made 

wa-tO type of agreement appropriate under, circumstances. § 
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ssy Commest<> Above conflicting views: of leading trade offi 
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| oe ee | 
oR Reference: (A) De yent!s PS 6 (B) Exibassy's (#) 
ie cep} o © ee 
JOP 1. Press annpunces< uled arrival here today USSR delegation ~* 
E consisting followin mes: Bakhtov, president of delegation; SED 
DCL Dashkevitch, Commerc ere sOviet Embassy Paris; Lepacv, LW 
Miss Cheomeikina, secre and {iassikov, interpreter in 
ICA Soviet Embassy Tripoti. << 
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concluded separate agreement wit Wet several weeks ago and ts 
{~ "now it is our turn". tated Tunisian delegation not yet Se 
z formed. ™, 
~~) 
Fs 5. Another equally well-place Tunisian Bourguiba's Chef de: ' 
¥ \ Cabinet for economic Affairs subsequently informed Embassy x 
i original intention was merely negotiate single sale olive oil 2. 
? (reference B). Admits possibility now exists negotiations may i 
acquire broader character but believes matter remains uncertain. . 
1 es Promised keep us informed. ; —~ 
5 
8 4, Third official Chief Economic Affairs in Foreign Office é 
i~ & stated first meeting with Soviet delegation will begin this et 
se ternoon to study trade possibilities. Thereafter dicision 


will be made as to type of agreement appropriate under circumstaiGbs 


tn 


Embassy comment: Above conflicting views.of leading trade offic 
lead Embassy suspect USSR in sending four-man delegation may hav 
deliberately taken GOT by surprise in order take advantage 
latter's current desire negotiate independent trade agreements. 
Presence : ss 
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Presence large delegation with attendant publicity may be intend- 
ed force GOT's hand and bring about conclusion full trade agree- 


ment. 
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NEA UE 13s NDT 
Info FROM: TUNIS JA O01 AM 
RMR 10: Secretary of Stat LAyw 4 
ee > i 
3S NO: 41, JULY 14 ff if! Sas eee i £3 
G fi fi ii eo 
SP ye | 
e SENT DEPARTMENT 41; REPEATED INFORMATION PARIS 38, MOSCOW 32, 
L RABAT 4, 
TO Hi 
EUR TUNIS PRESS ANNOUNCES SISNING TUNIS JULY 13 SOVIET TUN 
E - COMMERCIAL AGREEMENT REPOR TO COVER EXCHANGE BARTER BAS!S in 
REP TOTALING ON. BILLION '300°MILLIOM FRANES WORTH PRODUCTS--~ O) 
Dez TUNISIA TO EXPORT OLIVE OIL, CORK, CITROUS FRUITS, WOOL = 
DATES HANDICRFTS IN RETURN FOR SOVIET WOOD PAPER OIL {RON ° 
TcaA CHEMICAL GLASS PRODUCTS MACHINE TOOL ELECTRIC EQUIPMENT. = 
CIA TUN FO ECONOMIC OFFICER AL! BANNOUR SIGNED FOR TUNS IN PRESENCE x 
NIC OTHER TUN NEGOTIATORS WELL’ AS CHIEF PROTOCOL7BAHRI.-AND — 
FO INFO OFFICER: HEAD OF SOV DEL BAKHTOV SIGNED FOR SOVS, ~ 
AFTER USUU PLEASANTRIES SOVS PRESENTED TUNS WITH LEATHER SJ 
CASED CAMERAS AS ‘PRODUCTS. SOV INDUSTRY. EARLIER IN DAY PRIMIN ee 
BOURGUIBA\RECEIVED SOV.DEE WHO GAVEHIIM.iFILM OF TUN INDEPENDENCE 
DAY CELEBRATIONS. IN MARCH TAKEN BY SOV REPS PRESENT THAT cn 
OCCASION, “I 
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July 23, ite S 

NEA FROM: Tunis 10:23 a = 3 

Info O58 ts 

TO: Secretary of State 3 i 

RMR Ec 

ss NO: 5 Seaouelky 25) le am. NO sa 

G OS 

SP <9 & 

cS SENT DEPARTMENT 58, REPEATED INFORMATION PARIS 49, RABAT 1 oS 
W MOSCOW 4. 


qT. 


P 
UOP 1. Embassy glad report purported text Tunisian-Soviet trade Ds. 
E agreement transmitted under despatch 32 of July 1 is not C) 
OLI (repeat not) true text. Transmitted text however may have — 
IDOE ES been draft proposed by Russians. GOT must be given ° 
credit for reducing scope of agreement. ~! 
ICA nN) 
TOP 2. Tunisian Foreign Office unwilling release text recent in 
OCB agreements with Yugoslavia, Egypt and USSR to foreign embassies ae 
CIA prior official publication. Publication promised within few ae 
days. ~~! 
: 
5. Tnani, Chief Tunisian Foreign Exchange Office informed PO 
Embassy officer negotiations were held at request Soviet Gov- ON 
ernment which refused include Moroccan and Tunisian trade OF 
within framework Franco-Soviet negotiations as in past in ~] 
view newly acquired independence these countries. 
4, Same source added Soviet agreement includes only small 
amount POL none of which consists gasoline. Spurious text 
included 75,000 tons POL of which 20,000 gasoline. 
5. Tnani also mentioned agreement provides for clearing 
account with only fifty million franc swing credit. Cy ar: 
6. See also paragraph 9 of EMBTEL 53. y 
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35 UNCLASSIFIED Sh 
Action Control: 9814 ca 
Rec’d: February 17, 1958 §Y 
ae FROM: Tunis 10:12 a.m. 
nto 
RMR TO: Secretary of State a: 
3 
ss NO: 978, February 17. ae 
G Bs 
SP ee 
Cc SENT DEPARTMENT 978, REPEATED INFORMATION PARIS 699, E zi 
INR 
EUR L*ACTION of February 17 carries interview with four Soviet _ aS 
P commercial representatives in Tunis (Mr. W. LI. Dimitriev, Es 
UOP Konstantin K. Parmenov, Mr. Pouchov, and Miss Goreovaa. m 
E 


IRC Soviet delegation quoted as saying they have set up offices 


in Majestic Hotel and have rented villa in residential section = 
OCB Tunis where four or five persons will be installed as permanent Oo 
USIA Soviet Trade delegation. a 
CIA ~] 
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Action Control: 4555 
‘ Rec’d: January 9, 1959 


as 

FROM: Tunis 2:40 p.m. 
Info 
RMR TO: Secretary of State aaa 


NO: 948, January 9, 5 p.m. 


Sojfy feujue9 y/wy euy 
Pownjey aq ysnw yuawnoo sup 


SS 

W 

ee SENT DEPARTMENT 948, REPEATED INFORMATION LONDON 219, PARIS 487 

C 1. Official Tunisian press today headlines GOT communique report- 

L ing separate receptions "Chiefs Soviet (Constantine Parmenov) 

INR and Czech (Franticek Cada) commercial missions" by Tunisian 

EUR Finance and Commerce SECT Ahmed Mestiri. Cada reportedly also 

FE took opportunity present his successor Francois Kindl. Although #& 

P no official comment made re meeting, ‘informal sources" in EL O) 

UOP AMAL quoted as saying "talks concerned commercial exchanges a 

E between Tunisia and two countries and possibility extending these, 

IRC exchanges" no 

DCL Ss 
2, Comment: Have no reason believe talks involved other subjects 

ICA since we know from other diplomatic missions here that GOT now ™ 

OCB almost frantically searching for larger guaranteed export outlets” 

USTA outside franc zone (paragraph 3, EMBTEL 940). For example, 

CIA Tunisians have pressed West Germans hard agree buy increased 

OSD quantities Tunisian products. German Ambassador says so far 

ARMY Tunisians having little success with either Germans or other 

NAVY Western countries because of high price, Limited appeal and Tow 

AIR quality (phosphates) most Tunisian products. 


3. Point of particular interest re above announcement is fact 
GOT has not publicized similar contacts with non-Communist 
missions. Furthermore, Tunisians have generally avoided offici 
contact with Soviet and Czech trade missions here, ler alone 
publicizing them. ossible Soviets an zechs will fpr politic 
purpose agree purchase at good price larger amounts Tunis 
products such as olive oil and phosphates which diffiecul! 


elsewhere. In process they can beexpected extract mat 
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PRIORITY (Security Classification) 


— FOREIGN. SERVICE DESPATCH 


FROM : TUNIS 
DESP. NO. pe 
tM 

TO THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE. WASHINGTON. _ January 28, 1959 +; =» 
DATE ES SS 
REF Embtel 1013; CERP, D-I-A-6 ae 
| SBS RCS CS - FI aZE- 7. + 
2 94 : vo gi a 2 -— =— ‘ 
VE mE cee 9. fa {9 @-d 00-G J? 3 ew B- ZB B 
SUBJECT: Tunisian-USSR Trade Remains at Low Ebb Despite Mikoyapn;..,3- ss 
Statement (EFTTA E = 


Arabic daily, carried the text of an interview accorded the journal '§ 
UN correspondent, Sami Aziz, by Anastas Mikoyan, Soviet Vice Premier 
in which the latter was quoted as having said inter alia, "The USSR 

would be truly happy to see diplomatic relations established with 


Tunisia- especially since commercial relations now in progress are 
evolving favorably". 


| The January 20th edition of Es-Sabah, Tunisia independent :, 


Despite the Soviet leader's claim, the most recent GOT statis- 
tics do not reveal any marked blossoming in Tunisian-USSR commerce. 
Although Tunisian exports for the first nine months of 1958 
(121,815 dinars*) more than doubled over those of the corresponding 
period of 1957 Cen dinars), Tunisian imports for the first three 
quarters of 1958 declined to 22,517 dinars as compared to 38,889 
dinars for the first three quarters of 1957. Thus the USSR conti- 
nues to have a favorable trade balance with Tunisia. By far the 
principal Tunisian import from the USSR has been fuel oi1 whereas 


the main Tunisian export is cork. A table showing this trade in 
detail is enclosed. 


L° tov 


y 


Co 


During December “Le Petit Matin", semi official Tunis paper, 
carried a series of advertisement of “Sudoimport", Soviet ship im- 
port combine of Moscow, offering ships of all sizes from small 
trawlers to large tankers wnder the caption, "Do you Need Ships", 
Embassy Despatch 451 of Dec. 16, 1958. Other than this and the 
rumored offering by the Soviet Commercial Mission in Tunis of 
machine tools at bargain prices, the Embassy has no knowledge of 
any particular Soviet economic effort directed toward Tunisia. 

© A —~ 


7 eS 


$1.00 = 0.420 dinar AD Kipp OP UZ) 


G. Lewis Jones 
American Ambassador 


GBZ-1L/IV7 
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Caviar 

Salmon 

Shelli-fish 
Gasoline 

Gas oil 

Fuel oil (domestic 
Fuel oil (light 
Fuel oil (heavy 
Earthenware 

Motors 

Radio sets (2) 
Lumber 

Plywood 

Cotton goods 
Glassware 

Heaters (kerosene) 
Heaters (parts) 
Cooking utensils 
Pencils 


Item : 
Cork : 
Lemons s 
Lamb skins : 
Goat skins : 


SCB:gh 
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FIRST 9 MONTHS 1957 ¢ 
Quantity =: Value (in : Quantity : 
(in kilo- :1000 francs):(in kilo- : 
Grams) : or dinars : grams) : 
3: Vee <5 - : 
3: Gas = : 
7,862: 6,398 3: 682: 
Ope ee 157,193 : 513,10h: 
5,163,546: 100,157 : 2,826: 
2,071,206: 35,191 : - : 
aye ake 60 : 28,017: 
11,504,288: 138,971 :15,109,190: 
3,38: 320: = : 
9: ie 38 = : 
Sos: 31 ss: = : 
z : 2 ; aeesoneae 
— : < : > 9 > 
= : = 2 57,638: 
= : = : »500: 
— : - s lis 609: 
= : = : 826: 
= : = : 1,80: 
= ~ = 3 2,700: 


FIRST 9 MONTHS 1958 


FIRST 9 MONTHS 1957 : 
Quantity 2 Value (in ; Quentity 3 
(in kilo- :1000 francs):(in kilo- : 
grams) : or dinars : grams ) : 
1,001,000: 51,851 +: 1,43h,000: 
- = - : 28, 635 s 
os : “ : 36,701: 
= $ - $ 22, 45h: 


Value (in 
1000 francs) 
or dinars 


Pes es Soe St ay ot as GC GS oO 


661 


Value (in 
1000 francs) 
or dinars 


Ths 236 
23,050 
14,450 
10, 079 
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FROM: Tunis 2:46 p. 

Info Z 2 
L TO: Secretary of State Beret cs 
INR NO: 
euR >: 363, September 11. 
P 
oe SENT DEPARTMENT 3633:REPEATED INFORMATION PARIS 177, RABAT Db 
E UNNUMBERED . : oO 
ee Tunis press today gave front page treatment arrival Soviet : 
ear fi for purpose renewal commercial agreement _w: = 

Tunisia whfch expired June 30. Delegation headed by Pankratov ' 
ICA FNU) Deputy Minister Foreign Commerce and included: FNU Kouzming,. 
OCB FNU Fychikov and Constantin Parmenov permanent Soviet trade repre 
uSTA sentative in Tunis. Group was greeted at airport by Tunisian WC 
CTA finance and commerce secretary Mestiri and other Tunisian officials 
OSD Negotiations to begin tomorrow. In 1958 Tunisian imports from = 
ane USSR were 247,000 dinars and exports were 274,000 dinars. 

Figures for 1957 were imports 457,000 dinars and exports O1 
~~ 205,000 dinars respectively. es co 
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Action Control: 958 Ct - a Z & 
as Rec'd: September 14, 1959 2&8 
ee FROM: Tunis 4:08/ p.m. Za i 
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ss TO: Secretary of State 
L NO: 370, September 14. nator — 
INR 
EUR 
iP SENT DEPARTMENT 370, REPEATED INFORMATION PARIS 181, RABAT 
UOP UNNUMBERED. — : 
UMSC J. 
E Re: Embassy telegram, 363... O 
UCEA as 
IRC Tunis press today continues coverage on Tunisian-Soviet . 
DCL trade negotiations now taking place. Semi-officiat— =i 
LE PETIT MATIN notes accord will be first Tunisia has N 
ICA negotiated since conclusion new Franco-Tunisian financial aa 
OCB and commercial conventions. Tunisian negotiators include ~ 
USIA experts in fields of finance, commerce, banking, mining O 
CIA and agriculture. Indications received by Embassy point to J 
OSD provisions for substantial increase in Tunisian-Soviet trade. 
ARMY o 
AIR MCKILLOP oO 
NAVY . 
RKF :9 
RMR 
Ser aD 
A 
a =z 
OS —5 = 
Seo ee 
haa ees 
oS = 
oy a 
KE %, 
Oo © 
Says 
—— 
| RePRSBUGHLOISS IES 
NC ESSERE COPY IS PRO TED. 
PERMANENT 


RECORD COPY e This copy must be returned to RM/R central files with notation of action takene 







DO NOT TYPE IN THIS SPACE 


ag. ER POUCH UNCLASSIFIED 
2S SO : ——— 
ee PRIORITY, (Security Classification) 


FOREIGN SERVICE DESPATCH” 





FROM: TUNIS ee : 
TO © & THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE, peuinanen: gepepi ember seul goo ca 
or & = 
REF: GERP, D-I-A-6. =~ S a a ee 

ZL Vp coed - 1 Tara — {vat-at-/ ~ 

VFS FUR 8 








SUBJECT: NEW TUNISTAN-SOVIET COMMERCIAL AGREEMENT ., 5,4. 77?A.3 


LE ~ Haarz- 3a - f 

| On September 19 a new Tunisian-Soviet commercial agreement of | 
one year'ts duration was signed in Tunis to replace a previous accord 
which expired on June 30, 1959. Although there have been some in- 
ereases in the quantities or values of products exchanged between 
the two countries, it would not appear that any substantial augmen- 
tation of Soviet-Tunisian trade will result from this new agreement, 
although open-end quotes are established for Tunisian import of Soviet 
heavy capital equipment. 


According to La Presse of September 19 the volume of exchanges 
between the two countries under the new agreement will reach one 
million dinars (1) as compared to the 500,000 dinars under the pre- 
vious agreement (actually in 1958 Tunisian imports from the USSR 


were 2):7,000 dinars and exports to the Soviet Union were 27),000 
dinars). 


Secretary of State for Finance and Commerce Ahmed Mestiri in a 
statement to the press following the signature of the new accord 
said that "the augmentation of exchangesconstitutes a stone in the 


construction of the edifice of friendship between our two coun= 
tries". 


There follows below a comparison of the exkehanges under the 
old and new commercial agreements: 
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UNCLASSIF TED End-_No— 
(Classification) Desp. N: Ome. 
Fro 
| Imports from USSR to Tunisia 1958 1959 | 
we ae nn ee we we one  - - = agreement agreement 
Planks (bois sciés) 15,000 cubic 20,000 cubic 
meters meters 
Rough timber and pit props 35,000 cubic 35,000 cubic 
meters meters 
Paper Soo tons 500 tons 
Petroleum products fuel oils 20,000 tons ) 
gasoline: Pots. CP) ) 40,000 tons 
gasoils P.M. (1) ) 
Ferrous metals 2,000 tons 2,000 tons 
Machines and equipment 50,000 dinars 100,000 dinars 
Electrical equipment 20,000 dinars 20,000 dinars 
Tools 10,000 dinars 10,000 dinars 
Chemical and pharma- Chemicals: 20,000 dinars ) 20,000 dinars 
ceutical products Pharmaceu= ) (with increase 
ticals : P.M. (1) ) possible) 


Cotton and other textiles lh million meters 5 million mete 


Window glass 100,000 square 100,000 square 


meters meters 
Miscellaneous products and )170,000 dinars 
quota for Soviet exhibit . ). (miscellaneous) 
at the Tunis International ) 30,000 dinars 
Fair 200,000 dinars ) (Fair) 
Heavy cepital equipment = PoM.: (2) 
Matches os 30,000 dinars 
Anthracite oe 10,000 tons 
Bicycles = P.M. (1) 
Clocks and watches ~ P.M. (1) 


Open-end quota. 
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ae | 
From 
ee to USSR 1958 1959 — 
a eter a ao ese ow aoe — agreement agreement 
Cork 1,000 tons 1,500 tons 
Dates P.M. (1) P.M. (1) 
Citrus 3,000 tons 3,000 tons 
Almonds SO tons 100 tons 
Olive oil 2,000 tons 2,500 tons 
Goat and sheep skins 100,000 dinars 100,000 units 
Washed wool 50 tons 100 tons 
Sponges POM. (Gly) 3 tons 
Miscellaneous 80,000 dinars 110,000 dinars 
Handicrafts P.M. (1) 
Shoes - PeM. (1) 


(Il) Open-end quota. 


Clearing, as in the case of the previous agreement, will be 
by means of bilateral compensation which does not envisage trans- 
fer of gold or foreign exchange. The agreement provides for a 
Swing credit, the amount of which has not been made public. Cen- 
tral banks of the two countries will maintain records of the 


transactions under the trade agreement. 
ile & | 
e McKill 
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Comment will follow by separate despatch. 
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: SENT DEPARTMENT 409, REPEATED PARIS 198, RABAT UNNUMBERED 
UCEA ts. 
REP TUNIS 1AN=SOVIET COMMERCIAL AGREEMENT, REPLACING PREVIOUS oO 
TRC ACCORD WHICH EXPIRED JUNE 30, SIGNED SEPTEMBER 19. VOLUME 7 
pcL OF EXCHANGES BETWEEN TWO COUNTRIES HAS BEEN SLIGHTLY INCREASED i; 
AND SOME NEW ITEMS ADDED. MOST SIGNIFICANT TUNISIAN IMPORTATIONS ro 
ICA ENVISAGED ARE 40,000 TONS PETROLEUM PRODUCTS, 10,000 TONS te 
OCB ANTHRACITE AND OPEN-END IMPORTS OF HEAVY CAPITAL EQUIPMENT. — 
CIA TUNISIAN “MiSCELLANEQUS" CATEGORY EXPORTS TO USSR HAVE BEEN = 
osD INCREASED TO 140,000 DINARS FROM 80,000 DINARS UNDER PREVIOUS © 
ARMY ACCORD. DESPATCH FOLLOWS. 
ho 
NAVY nh 
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Tunisian-Soviet Commercial Agreement - Comment 





SUBJECT: 


The four man Soviet delegation that arrived in Tunis on September 10 for the 
purpose of renegotiating the Tunisian-Soviet Commercial Agreement which had expired 
on June 30, was greeted by Tunisian Secretary of State for Finance and Commerce 
Ahmed MESTIRI-e In itself, this was an unusual honor since cabinet rank Tunisian 
officials have not customarily greeted trade dedlegationse Press coverage of the 
group's arrival and of the negotiations which lasted for eleven days was extensive. 
"Ta Presse" of September 12 opined that " .e. the Tunisia-UeS.S.R. Commercial 
Agreement will be inspired by the new Tunisian policy in the matter of foreign 
commerce" and, following the signature of the accord, Secretary Mestiri, speaking 
for the Tunisian Delegation, noted that " ee. increase of exchanges constitutes a 
stone in the construction of the edifice of friendship between the two countries". 
The Soviets for their part were restrained. The response of Mre PANKRATOV to the 
"edifice of friendship" speech of Mestiri merely thanked the Tunisian Minister for 
his kind words and said that the U.S.S.R.e was happy to be offered the opportunity to 
assist in the "equipping of Tunisiat. He concluded with a traditional diplomatic 
phrase referring to the signature of the new agreement as "™ ee. a new and important 
step in reinforcing of the ties already existing between the two countries". 


-Ol/lvycl ’ 197 


The Soviet delegation was headed by the Vice-Minister for Foreign Commerce 
Pankratov (fnu) and included Messrs. KOVAL, KOUSMINE, FYCHIKOV and 
Konstantin PARMENOV, the latter being the Chief of the Permanent Soviet Commercial 
Mission in Tunisiae One SYCHTCHITOV acted as secretary-interpreter of the 
dele gation. 


692 


The Tunisians for their part were represented by Secretary Mestiri, 
Chedli TNANI (Sous-—Directeur) Chief of Foreign Finance and Commerce; Hamouda HADDAD, 
Deputy Director of Agriculture; Zine HAJERI, Chef du Service of Foreign Commerce; 
Moncef GHARIANI, Chef de Service of Commerce; Moncef GUEN, Chef of the Economic 
Section of the Secretariat of State for Foreign Affairs; Saddok TASRAM, Chef de 
Service of Mines, Industry and Energy; Abdelaziz LASRAM, Chef de Service of the 
Plan and Ali HEDDA of the Tunisian Central Banke 


Foal 
= 


MW 


The fact that the Tunisian Delegation contained specialists coverine all of 
the principal segments of the Tunisian economy was indicative that Tunis ught 
to make a real effort to find exports which might be suitable for Soviet, n Se 
These efforts however seem to have borne little fruit since the list of T Leian = 
exports to the Soviet Union under the new accord has only been increased byStwo 
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Wo | atens, ieee handicrafts and shoes, over those contained in the previous 2 groenents 
The UeSeSeRe will take no Tunisian phosphates, mineral products, wine or durum 
wheat and Soviet olive oil imports envisaged by the new accord have only gone up 
from 2,000 to 2,500 tons. On the other hand, the list of planned Tunisian 
imports from the UeSeS-Re has been increased by five items: heavy capital 
equipment, matches, anthracite, bicycles, and clocks and watchese It is diffi- 
cult to determine the exact valuation of the exchanges under the 1959 agreement 
since the contingents for many items are expressed in quantity rather than by 
value. However, according to press reports, exchanges under the new agreement 
are expected to reach one million dinars.e This would be approximately twice the 
current volume of Soviet-Tunisian tradee Trade with the Soviet Union last year 
amounted to eh% of Tunisia's total foreign commerce. 


If any offers of financial aid to Tunisia were made by the Soviet 
Delegation we have not heard of them. The attitude of the Soviet Delegation 
seemed to indicate that the Soviet Government was not anxious to give now any 
important commercial advantages to the Tunisian Government as long as the 
latter remains oriented toward the Weste The GO? which has featured the fact 
that the new accord was the first such commercial agreement to be renegotiated 
since the conclusion of the new Franco-Tunisian Commercial Agreement on 
Septenber 5, has undoubtedly been motivated by the desire to make a nod toward 
President BOURGUIBA's rather vague "disengagement" policye The GOT finds such 


gestures useful from time to time to meet criticism that Tunisia is a creature 
of the Weste 






Walter Ne Walmsley - 
American Ambassador 
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